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the discharge of the duties of the office of Ruler, and deeming it necessary to qualify herself for that she should see the country and the Pur-gunnah officers, she started on the tour of the districts.1' (161)    The young Begum was now about 20 years of age, and it was not surprising that, at such an age, she should wish to learn  to  govern,  and to   desire to  see her country, arid judge for herself, from personal observation.    She knew  perfectly   well   that Begum Sumroo transacted her own public affairs, and gave her own directions in matters which she could not personally superintend, such  as the  command  of her   troops. (162) She knew the exact rent of each village of her Jaghier, and had some very fairly disciplined troops.    The young Begum knew, by experience, that by the lamented death of her father (Nuwab Nuzzur Mahomed Khan) her mother had become Regent at an early age, and after a time took upon herself the conduct of public   affairs,   which  she  executed  with  much ability.    The  young  Begum   herself  might, also, be placed in the same unfortunate position. The question of the Purdah (163) is one of
(161)    Must mean Purgunnahs, so called in that country.
(162)    Mr. Dyce Sombre, now so well known in Europe, had the general management of her affairs, under her general direction.
(163)    Purdah. It must be, here, stated that when a Begum or princess transacts  business in public, i. e. in the   Udalut, or Court of Justice, she is not seen; but sits behmd a lattice-worked
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